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Nearly eight years ago, the historic election of a black
president in this country founded on chattel slavery filled
many with hope for what candidate Obama called a “post
racial America.” Then, in the first hours of the new year
2009, Oakland, California Bay Area Rapid Transit police
executed Oscar Grant. BART cop Johannes Mehserle
shot Grant in the back as the 22yearold black meat
cutter, a father and union member, lay face down on the
train platform. Black Oakland erupted in protest, and the
riot police arrested 152 people.

Nothing has changed, and it keeps happening. In
capitalist America, a badge and a uniform are a license for
lynching: 18yearold Ramarley Graham, executed by
undercover NYC police in his bathroom in front of his
grandmother on February 2, 2012. 16yearold Kimani
Gray, killed by seven police bullets on March 9, 2012 for
acting “suspicious” on a Brooklyn street. 22yearold
Rekia Boyd, fatally shot by an offduty detective from his
car as she stood unarmed on a Chicago street, March 21,
2012. 23yearold Shantel Davis, shot by NYC police as
she fled, June 14, 2012. 27yearold Shelly Frey, fatally
shot in the neck by an offduty Houston sheriff’s deputy

for allegedly shoplifting at WalMart, December 6, 2012.
41yearold Kayla Moore, died in handcuffs after being
arrested by Berkeley, California police, February 13,
2013. 43yearold asthmatic Eric Garner, strangled to
death by NY police on a Staten Island sidewalk as he
cried, “I can’t breathe!” on July 17, 2014. 18yearold
Michael Brown, shot by police with his hands up in
Ferguson, Missouri, on August 9, 2014. 37yearold
Tanisha Anderson, died of shock as Cleveland police
tackled her on November 13, 2014. 12yearold Tamir
Rice, shot dead by Cleveland police for playing with a toy
gun, November 22, 2014. 50yearold Walter Scott, shot
eight times as he fled police in North Charleston, SC,
April 4, 2015. 25yearold Freddie Gray, neck broken by
Baltimore police on April 12, 2015 after he was arrested
for riding a bike while black. 28yearold antiracist
activist Sandra Bland, “suicided” under suspicious
circumstances in a Texas jail on July 13, 2015 after she
argued with an abusive traffic cop. 43yearold Samuel
DuBose, executed with a shot to the head by a University
of Cincinnati, Ohio campus cop after he was pulled over

Mobilize Labor’s Power
Against Racist Police Murder

What is Bridge City Militant?
This is the first issue of Bridge City Militant, the

newsletter of Class Struggle Workers – Portland. BCM
will be an organizer for CSWP. It will be a tool to recruit,
educate and orient a classstruggle opposition to the class
collaborationist leadership of the labor movement. The
articles and reports in these pages will reflect what our
program (see p. 4) means by class struggle: the
mobilization of working class power against every form
of oppression and exploitation generated by the rule of the
bosses – the capitalist system.

BCM won’t be to everyone’s taste. It will be hated and
feared by the labor bureaucrats, the political representatives

of the bosses who keep the tremendous power of the
workers in check by chaining the unions to the bosses’
Democratic Party and their antilabor laws. It will be
scorned and dismissed by the opportunist “radicals,” those
condescending “friends” of the workers, because it won’t
cater to their appetite for unity over principles, and it won’t
limit itself to banal denunciations of “corporate greed.”

It will, however, earn the respect of the militants,
the workers who are ready to fight, patiently
determined to bring down the parasites whose wealth is
poverty and degradation for the masses, because it will
tell them the truth. ■
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for a missing license plate on July 19, 2015…
These are only some of the most infamous cases.

Tomorrow there will be another. What an indictment it is
of American society, when a statement that ought to go
without saying – “black lives matter” – should be a
rallying cry of protests. But no matter how loudly this and
other slogans are chanted in the streets, the bitter truth is
that racist police murder is a fundamental aspect of the
“law and order” of American capitalism. The lords of
Wall Street rule over a society in which forty million
descendants of slaves are trapped at the bottom. The
mechanism – the law – has evolved, into what some call
the “New Jim Crow” or the “PrisonIndustrial Complex,”
but the odious order remains, and to overturn it would put
into contention the entire edifice by which a handful of
moneylords exploit the world’s workers. Police are the
armed guardians of that order; to maintain it is their job.
That means breaking strikes, killing black people, and
trampling on everybody’s democratic rights.

So what is to be done? Tens of thousands have taken
to the streets, facing militarized police retaliation. But
every solution offered, from schemes for police
“accountability” and “reform” of police procedures, to the
trial of killer cops by their prosecutor pals, is nothing but
fraud and delusion. The police will not be reformed,
because the staggeringly unequal social order that they
defend cannot be maintained but by savagery and terror
on a mass scale, from the butchery of imperialist war to
the incarceration of blacks and the deportation of
immigrants. CSWP calls for “a fighting workers party to
organize and lead the struggle for a workers government
and a planned economy to serve human needs instead of
capitalist profit.” (Point 8 of the CSWP program).
Millions are crying out for justice, and many false hopes
are being presented to us, but there will only be justice for
the oppressed when the workers rule.

CSWP calls for “strikes and workers mobilization
against police terror and brutality” (Point 5). We also
insist that “Police, prison guards and security guards are
the armed fist of capital, part of the apparatus of anti
labor, racist repression: they must be removed from the
unions.” (Point 1). Workers, and crucially unions
positioned at key economic points, can shut down the
capitalist profit machine. Mobilized in protest against
racist police brutality, the workers can strike a blow
against the racist killers in blue. The cops and the ruling
class that they serve should know that when they kill
again, the workers will walk out and shut the cities
down. Would this break contracts and violate antilabor
laws? No doubt, but so would any serious workers action.
That’s the nature of the system we’re up against. It must
be challenged and defeated, and the workers have the
power to do it.

CSWP has taken up the cause of Antonio Zambrano, a
Mexican farm worker who was shot and killed by police
in Pasco, Washington on February 11 of this year.. Class
struggle militants convinced IUPAT (Painters) Local 10
and IATSE (Stagehands) Local 28 to pass resolutions to
“condemn the racist murder of a fellow worker, Antonio
Zambrano Montes, and … call on all unions to mobilize
with the people of Pasco against the racist bosses and
their good ol’ boys in blue.” On May 1, International
Workers Day, Portland saw a CSWPinitiated “Labor
Against Racist Police Murder” contingent, including
Painters, Stagehands, IWW and members of other local
unions. (See photos on page 3).

Also on May Day this year, Local 10 of the ILWU
shut down the port of Oakland and led a march to “Stop
Police Terror.” CSWP sent a message of greetings to
Local 10 (page 3). On July 25, the union of 13,000
student workers (teaching assistants and researchers) at
the University of California system, UAW Local 2865,
passed a motion calling on the AFLCIO to disaffiliate the
International Union of Police Associations. “How can
there ever be solidarity between law enforcement and the
working class when elites call upon police and their
organizations to quell mass resistance to poverty and
inequality?” wrote Local 2865. While we do not
necessarily agree with the entirety of Local 2865’s
statement (see the letter from Class Struggle Education
Workers in New York City, page 7), the resolution is an
important and welcome development.

All these are small actions. They only hint at the
power that the working class has and must use to put an
end to the epidemic of racist police murder. Every step to
build on these examples will require a determined
struggle against the current leadership of the labor
movement, whose loyalty to the bosses and their state is
consecrated in their subordination of the unions to the
capitalist Democratic Party, currently the ruling party of
racist U.S. imperialism from the White House to the
government of most major cities. This struggle can only
be led by labor militants bound together by a class
struggle program. We have seen proof of how opportunist
“opposition” lashups in the unions, even those organized
by supposed “leftists,” shamefully find themselves to the
right of the sellout union bureaucracies on the question of
police racism. We reprint the open letter from CSEW to
the “Movement of Rank and File Educators” (MORE),
which refused to join the NYC teachers union in a protest
march against the police killing of Eric Garner (page 6).

The fight for black freedom and the fight for workers
power are inseparable. Every real step that the labor
movement takes in fighting the regime of racist police
brutality is a step towards freedom for all workers. Class
struggle militants seek to transform the unions into
champions of black freedom and centers of struggle
against every kind of oppression. Join us! ■

Continued from page 1
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Portland May Day 2015:
“Labor Against Racist Police Murder”

On May 1, 2015, the Portland
May Day parade saw something
new: a contingent officially called by
three local unions “against racist
police murder.” IATSE Local 28,
IUPAT Local 10 and the IWW
brought members and banners.

The contingent was joined by
activists from Pasco, Washington
who have been protesting against

the murder by local police of Antonio
Zambrano, a Mexican farmworker.
Members of other unions joined in
the contingent.

Months of educational work by
union militants led to the passage of
resolutions at membership meetings
condemning the murder of Zambrano,
and calling to form the contingent on
May Day. ■

CSWP May Day Greetings to ILWU Local 10
On May 1, 2015, Local 10 of the International

Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWU) shut down the
Port of Oakland, California and led a May Day march to
“Stop Police Terror.” CSWP sent the following message
of solidarity to Local 10.

Sisters and Brothers of ILWU Local 10:
Class Struggle Workers – Portland salutes your

decision to shut down the Port of Oakland this May Day
in protest against the deadly epidemic of racist police
violence. Only the multiracial working class has the
power to resist and defeat the terrorism that capitalist
America wages daily against black people and
immigrants. Today you are setting a great example for the
rest of the labor movement by using union power in
defense of the besieged black population from Ferguson
to Baltimore.

In Portland, Oregon, three local unions have

condemned the racist murder of Antonio Zambrano
Montes, a Mexican agricultural worker, by the police in
Pasco, Washington. Your action has inspired these
Portland union locals (IATSE Local 28, IUPAT Local 10
and IWW Portland) to form a contingent in the May Day
march under the banner “Labor Against Racist Police
Murder.” Antipolicebrutality protesters from Pasco will
address the rally.

Your courageous labor action, like the ILWU’s 2008
coastwise strike against the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,
and the 1999 work stoppage for Mumia AbuJamal, are
shining examples that point to the only way out of what
Malcolm X rightly called the “American nightmare” of
endless war and barbaric racist oppression. Organized labor
has the power, and must use it to strike against racist police
terror, to fight for a society in which those who labor shall
rule, where the nightmare of mass incarceration and police
terror will be put in the past forever. ■
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CSWP Program
Worker militants from the greater Portland, Oregon

area have come together to form Class Struggle Workers
– Portland. We have been active and played leading roles
in a number of area workingclass struggles fighting for
labor solidarity and independence from the capitalist
state. We have also directly experienced the sorry
spectacle of union “reform” groups that fail to defy the
limits set by capital, its laws and politicians, and end up
greasing the wheels of capitalist exploitation. In forming
the CSWP, we answer the decades of decline and defeat
of the labor movement by organizing a core of worker
activists on a classstruggle program that points the way
to defeating the war on workers.

Founding members of Class Struggle Workers –
Portland have been prominent in Cross Trades Solidarity,
which sought to organize construction workers across
craftunion divisions, insisting that picket lines mean
don’t cross. We stood up to the “right to work” union
busters, while the AFLCIO misleaders preached silence,
and defeated the state’s retaliation against us. We have
stood with militants who opposed the sellout labor
bureaucracy while breaking with wouldbe union
“reformers” who appeal to the bosses’ courts and labor
boards. We insist: labor must clean its own house!

We successfully fought for the 2012 May Day
committee in Portland to take up the demands for full
citizenship rights for all, for free contraception and child
care, and for the 30hour week for 40 hours pay. We also
brought major local unions to the defense of anarchists in
the Pacific Northwest targeted by FBI raids in the summer
of 2012. And we sponsored resolutions passed by eight
local unions calling for massive labor action to defend
lockedout ILWU workers in Vancouver and Portland
grain terminals. Earlier we helped build solidarity with
the ILWU fighting the scab operation at EGT in
Longview, Washington, participating in the December
2011 NW port shutdown while opposing antiunion views
in the populist Occupy movement.

Today the unions are being run into the ground by an
ossified bureaucracy that took over in the “red purges” of
the Cold War. Contracts that give up slightly less union
gains than the bosses demand are presented to the
thinning ranks of our unions as “victories.” Labor
“progressives” publish howto guides on negotiating
giveback contracts. In Wisconsin and elsewhere, the
bosses and their politicians are on the warpath, driving
closer to an outright ban on worker organizing. Yet
Wisconsin workers occupied the state capital as hundreds
of thousands took to the streets, week after week. A
general strike was a real possibility, but the workers were
betrayed by “progressive” labor bureaucrats who sold out

to the Democrats.
The crisis facing the labor movement is the crisis of

the capitalist system. The assault on the last strongholds
of union power comes in the context of endless war, all
sided attacks on democratic rights and atrocities against
women, blacks and immigrants. In this epoch of
decaying capitalism, there is no reformist middle path
for the labor movement. The recent history of the labor
movement has underlined the truth of what Leon Trotsky
wrote in his 1940 essay “Trade Unions in the Epoch of
Imperialist Decay”:

“Trade unions in the present epoch…. can no longer
be reformist, because the objective conditions leave
no room for any serious and lasting reforms. The
trade unions of our time can either serve as secondary
instruments of imperialist capitalism for the
subordination and disciplining of workers and for
obstructing the revolution, or, on the contrary, the
trade unions can become the instruments of the
revolutionary movement of the proletariat.”

This sums up why we have decided to form Class
Struggle Workers – Portland: to fight for a leadership of
the labor movement based on a class struggle program.

It’s necessary to draw a balance sheet of four decades
of union reform movements in this country which have
failed to reverse the decline of the labor movement.
Where they have taken power in the unions, they have
sold out the ranks just as treacherously as the old
bureaucracies that they replaced. Since they appealed to
the bosses’ state, its courts and labor laws, the
government owned them. Since they refused to oppose
the capitalist Democrats, the “reformers” guaranteed in
advance that they would capitulate before strikebreaking
by these phony “friends of labor,” as in the settlement of
the 2012 Chicago teachers strike. Many of them endorsed
Barack Obama, who called out the Coast Guard against
the ILWU in Longview; the rest kept their lips zipped.

In the face of unrelenting capitalist attack, the policy
of building opposition groups in the unions based on
vague calls for democracy and militancy is bankrupt. By
avoiding fundamental class issues, they just serve as
vehicles for bureaucratsinwaiting. Talk of “fightback” is
not enough: what’s needed is a strategy to win the class
war. Millionsstrong unions were built by class struggle in
the 1930s, forged in bloody battles with cops and
strikebreakers. It will take no less to defend workers’
rights today. Labor’s gotta play hardball to win!

In accord with the principles outlined in the
Internationalist pamphlet Trotskyism and TradeUnion
Struggle (December 2005) and working fraternally with
the Internationalist Group, Class Struggle Workers –
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Portland calls to drive out the “labor lieutenants of the
capitalist class,” as Daniel De Leon called the sellout
bureaucrats. We seek to win workers inside and outside
the unions to fight for a program to bring down the
dictatorship of capital and replace it with the rule of the
working class:
1. For total independence from the government of
capital, its agencies, courts and the web of antilabor
laws. The classcollaborationist bureaucracy must be
ousted by a fight for classstruggle politics within the
unions: building pseudoradical “alternatives” on the
sidelines won’t do the job. Classconscious unionists
refuse to sue the unions, and oppose all interference by
the capitalist state in the workers movement. We defend
the unions against capitalist attack. Employer/government
hands off union finances. Police, prison guards and
security guards are the armed fist of capital, part of the
apparatus of antilabor, racist repression: they must be
removed from the unions.
2. For united labor action and industrial unionism.
Any real struggle for union democracy requires a clean
break from the capitalist state. For the election and recall
of all union officials by majority vote of the membership.
Wages of union officials and staff should be no higher
than an average worker’s wage. No to secret negotiations
with employers. Elect mass strike committees of
delegates recallable by the ranks at any time.
3. Picket lines mean don’t cross, period. Rip up anti
union injunctions and the slavelabor TaftHartley law by
building massive picket lines that no scab dares to cross.
Down with the twogate system in construction and craft
union divisions everywhere. For a single industrial union of
construction workers. No racetothebottom raiding. For
real walltowall contracts, closed shops, and union hiring
halls. For union safety committees with the power to stop
work. No nonunion contractors or management doing our
work. Organize port truckers and respect their picket lines,
no matter what the bosses’ arbitrators say. Scab cargo is too
hot to handle. Instead of powerless consumer boycotts, for

active labor solidarity to bust the unionbusters. Mobilize
against antilabor “right to work” forces.
4. Organize the unorganized. Despite their supersized
talk about fastfood and other lowwage workers, the
present labor leadership only “organizes” them to stage
smallfries rallies for capitalist politicians. Labor must use
its power to shut down businesses that refuse to grant
these workers a massive wage increase and union
recognition. Strike at mass unemployment by fighting for
a shorter workweek with no loss in pay, and a massive
program of public works under control of the workers.
Make affordable housing a reality: expropriate the
landlords, convert the property of the superrich into
public housing.
5. Fight racism, defend the rights of African
American, Latino, Asian and other oppressed people.
Smash the racist death penalty and the neoslavery of
mass incarceration. Eliminate all drug laws, which are a
tool of racist repression. Mobilize labor’s power to free
Mumia AbuJamal. For free, quality, integrated secular
public education from preK to graduate school. Unions
should recruit and train workers from oppressed
communities. For strikes and workers mobilization
against police terror and brutality; organize
labor/black/immigrant defense guards to sweep fascist
scum off the streets.
6. Fight sexism, defend the rights of women. For free,
high quality 24hour child care. For full reproductive
rights, including free abortion on demand as part of a
socialized universal health care system. For labor defense
of abortion clinics against reactionary terrorists. No
discrimination against gays, lesbians or anyone on the basis
of their sexuality. Church and state out of the bedroom.
7. Oppose imperialism, defend immigrants, for
international workers solidarity. Fight racist
discrimination and antiimmigrant prejudice in our
unions. Mobilize labor’s power to stop deportations. Full
citizenship rights for all immigrants. For union action to
stop I9 and “no match” firings and ICE factory raids. No
to racist “Englishonly” laws or rules. For workers action
against imperialist war: political strikes against the war,
“hot cargo” war supplies. Oppose flagwaving appeals by
the labor fakers. For active labor solidarity with the
Palestinian people. Oppose U.S. occupation of
Afghanistan and Iraq, and war threats against China,
Cuba, North Korea or Iran.
8. For a classstruggle workers party. Break with the
Democratic Party, no support to the Green Party or any
other capitalist parties or politicians. For a fighting
workers party to organize and lead the struggle for a
workers government and a planned economy to serve
human needs instead of capitalist profit.

Adopted at the founding meeting of Class Struggle
Workers – Portland, 14 December 2014. ■

Class Struggle Workers – Portland
P.O. Box 86902, Portland, OR 97286

9712827903
cswp@cswpdx.org http://cswpdx.org/

Signed articles do not necessarily represent the
position of CSWP.
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Labor “Reformers” Side With Cops

Open Letter to MORE (NYC)
Class Struggle Education Workers is an opposition

tendency in the New York City education unions. Like
CSWP, CSEW is founded on a classstruggle program.
You can visit CSEW’s website at edworkersunite.
blogspot.com. The following open letter from a CSEW
activist to the Movement of Rank and File Educators
(MORE) in the New York City United Federation of
Teachers (UFT) was published on September 10, 2014,
after MORE took a shameful position against the teachers
union’s participation in a march to protest the police
killing of Eric Garner. MORE, a “radical” caucus full of
selfproclaimed “socialists” instead called for the union
to unite with the police.

MORE’s unspeakable statement1 refusing to support
the August 23 Staten Island march against police brutality,
particularly over the NYPD chokehold murder of Eric
Garner last month speaks volumes. Not only did you not
stand with the thousands who came out to denounce this
racist cop killing, you called instead for “unity” with the
PBA, the voice of the killer cops

You wrote that many of your members would be
there. How nice. But MORE as a caucus in the UFT
would not. Claiming you are in solidarity with the Garner
family is cynical hypocrisy when you wouldn’t march
with them. How dare MORE call itself or pretend to be a
“social justice caucus”? If you cannot even take a stand
against racist police murder you have indelibly stamped
yourselves as a social injustice caucus.

What’s more, you have shown that on the key issue of
racism MORE stands to the right of Mike Mulgrew’s
sellout UFT bureaucracy.

You have criticisms of Al Sharpton. I have repeatedly
publicly criticized Al Sharpton since 1983 when he wore
a wire for the feds. But your objections come from the
opposite direction, from people who think he is “anti
police.” Nonsense, Al Sharpton has worked with the
police for decades to “cool things out,” keep protests
“under control” and divert struggle against racist injustice
in alliance with the capitalist Democratic Party.

But this march was not about Al Sharpton. It was a
referendum on racism. Even the UFT knew that. The
NAACP knew that, and sent a big contingent. Countless
other New Yorkers knew that. They came out, including

unionists from SEIU 32 BJ, the New York Nurses
Association, CUNY’s Professional Staff Congress, and
numerous antiracist and left groups across the city. Class
Struggle Education Workers was there with a contingent.

The August 23 march was a time to stand up and be
counted. If MORE was so blind to racial oppression that it
couldn’t see that, all you had to do was look at the barrage
of racist criticisms of the UFT for its stand. But, of
course, you were well aware of those criticisms, and
conciliated and even embraced them. What was needed
on Saturday was a massive turnout of labor, blacks,
immigrants and all defenders of working people and the
oppressed against police terror. Thousands did turn out,
but not MORE.

MORE claims to “stand against racism,” not to
mention being for justice, unity and all good things, but
when the moment came to show it, you were first tied up in
knots, and then came down on the wrong side. Instead of
linking arms with the family of Eric Garner, murdered by
the racist NYPD, you put out a despicable call for “unity”
with … his killers (“we encourage the leaderships of the
UFT and PBA, to find ways to work together and unite” …
“with our brother and sister officers”). Outrageous.

Far from being our “brothers and sisters,” the police
are professional strikebreakers and enforcers of racist
“law and order.” That’s their job for the ruling class. The
victims of NYPD killer cops include Eleanor Bumpurs,
Anthony Baez, Amadou Diallo, Patrick Dorismond, Sean
Bell, Ramarley Graham, Kimani Gray and so many
others. The list goes on and on of black lives snuffed out
by the NYPD. But MORE wants to work together and
unite with the murderers.

I might have said MORE’s statement was shocking,
that it was incredible coming from a group claiming to be
a “progressive” alternative to the sellout UFT bureaucracy
of Mike Mulgrew and Randi Weingarten. In fact, it is not
only credible but even predicable. It flows directly from
MORE’s basic premise of “uniting” all and sundry against
the Unity misleaders. It flows directly from its avoidance
of all issues of race and class, the fundamental questions
in this country.

If MORE cannot fight against our union endorsing the
capitalist Democratic Party politicians that keep labor
tamed and enchained, and who are leading the offensive
against public education and teachers in particular; if it
cannot take a firm stand against Common Core; if it cannot1. http://morecaucusnyc.org/2014/08/21/themarchforjusticeand

unity/
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point out the racist nature of the school closings; if it was
“missing in action” during the NYC school bus drivers
strike last year; if it couldn’t march last summer against the
NYPD’s “stop and frisk” of hundreds of thousands of
African American and Latino youth; if today it can’t bring
itself to mention the racist cop killing of Michael Brown in
Missouri, MORE has demonstrated that it is in no advance
over Mulgrew’s bureaucratic Unity Caucus.

While the MORE Caucus of the UFT has been
lionized by many on the left, we in Class Struggle
Education Workers have characterized it as a case study in
opportunism. Opposing racist police repression is a litmus
test. Today people throughout the U.S. are confronted
with the basic, urgent need to take a stand with African
American targets of murderous racist repression and

military occupation. This is ABC for any decent unionist
or opponent of oppression.

Trying to dodge this with a gazillion words about
“teacher priorities” is obscene. What are we as educators
if not advocates for our students who are stopped and
frisked in the streets every day, and sometimes shot?

After MORE’s vile statement, how can any self
respecting leftist, anyone with a shred of antiracist
consciousness (or conscience), not to mention class
consciousness, remain in MORE? This is not a mistake, it
is a betrayal of the first order.

Marjorie Stamberg
UFT member, delegate D79
Class Struggle Education Workers ■

CSEW Letter to UAW Local 2865
We reprint below a letter from the Class

Struggle Education Workers to Local 2865 of the
United Auto Workers, which represents graduate
student teaching assistants and other student
workers at the University of California system. On
July 25, Local 2865 passed a resolution calling on
the AFLCIO to break with its affiliated police
union.1 Point 1 of the CSWP Program states:
“Police, prison guards and security guards are the
armed fist of capital, part of the apparatus of anti
labor, racist repression: they must be removed
from the unions.”

1 August 2015
Dear sisters and brothers of UAW Local 2865:

On behalf of Class Struggle Education Workers
(CSEW), which is active as an opposition tendency
in New York City education unions, we are writing
to express appreciation for your important initiative
in calling on the AFLCIO to end its affiliation with
the International Union of Police Associations.
Here in New York, this helps create new opportunities to
put forward our call for the unions to break from all police,
prisonguard and securityguard “unions,” as part of the
urgent fight to mobilize the power of labor against racist
police terror.

We strongly agree with you that the International
Union of Police Associations “is inimical both to interests
of labor broadly, and Black workers in particular”; and

that police “‘unionization’ allows police to masquerade as
members of the workingclass and obfuscates their role in
enforcing racism, capitalism, colonialism, and the
oppression of the workingclass.”

Since the CSEW’s foundation in 2008, our program
has demanded “Police and military recruiters out of the
schools. No cops, prison or security guards in the unions.”
The fact that campus police and security guards are also
part of the police apparatus has been brought home in the

1. http://www.uaw2865.org/uawcallsonaflciotoendaffiliation
withiupa/

Cops Out of the Unions!

Continued on page 8

CSEW protests police “suiciding” of Sandra Bland.
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most horrific way by the recent racist murder of black
motorist Samuel DuBose on July 19 by a University of
Cincinnati campus cop. Today’s New York Times carries
an article highlighting the “OffCampus Power of College
Police.” On campus as well, police – whether city, state or
federal agencies or campus cops – serve to repress
students, faculty, staff and others, as was shown during
protests against tuition hikes and the hiring of exgeneral
David Petraeus at the City University of New York, and
as you have experienced as well.

Breaking police groups’ ties to the union movement
will not be easy. In Brazil, our comrades of the Comitê de
Luta Classista (CLC–the Class Struggle Caucus, affiliated
to the Liga QuartaInternacionalista do Brasil) led a 1996
campaign to disaffiliate city guardas from the Municipal
Workers Union of Volta Redonda (SFPMVR) in the state of
Rio de Janeiro. In retaliation, supporters of the police got
the courts to oust the elected SFPMVR union leadership.
Undeterred, in 1999, CLC supporters in the Rio state
teachers union sparked the first strike action for the
freedom of Mumia AbuJamal, working in conjunction
with the ILWU in the U.S. Mumia’s decadeslong
imprisonment on frameup charges is due in large part to
the vicious vendetta by the Fraternal Order of Police,
another clear example of the nature of police “unions.”

In the U.S. today, the unending list of racist police
murders from Staten Island (Eric Garner) to Ferguson
(Mike Brown) to Baltimore (Freddie Gray) and Texas
(Sandra Bland), and so many others, has highlighted the
role of the police as the armed fist of capitalist repression.
As we have insisted, it is crucial that the labor movement
take action, using the power of workers as a class, against
this reign of terror. The May Day 2015 shutdown of the
Port of Oakland by ILWU Local 10, which UAW Local
2865’s Berkeley Unit supported, was an important step in
this direction. In solidarity with the ILWU action, on May
Day our comrades of Class Struggle Workers – Portland
(Oregon) organized a “Labor Against Racist Police
Murder” contingent, supported by several area unions.
The ILWU action was just a beginning, which must be
built on, deepened and broadened through workers action
around the country.

For this to happen, in our view, the urgent task is to
unchain the power of labor in the struggle against every
form of oppression. This can only occur through breaking
the chains that subjugate the workers movement to the
bosses’ state, including its police, courts and antilabor
laws (like New York State’s Taylor Law that makes it
“illegal” for us as public education workers to go on
strike!). The labor officialdom’s use of the unions as a
mechanism to support the bosses’ Democratic Party is
central to that subjugation, bringing one defeat after
another. Thus we see the fight for a new, classstruggle

leadership of labor as essential to unchaining the power of
the multiracial, multiethnic working class, including its
still unorganized majority, against oppression.

In greeting your call for the AFLCIO to break all
ties to the International Union of Police Associations, we
consider the fullest clarity crucial in a struggle of this
kind. Your statement rightly points out that “[t]he police
force exists solely to maintain the status quo” and
“protect capital,” while “their ‘unionization’ allows
police to masquerade as members of the workingclass,”
yet undercuts this by wrongly stating “it is true that
police are workers.”

As we wrote last year in the CSEW newsletter, police,
prison guards and security guards:

“are not fellow workers but the bosses’ agents of
repression – ‘producers’ only of repression for the
owning class against the working class, poor and
oppressed. Whether public or private, proprietary or
contract, police and guards of all kinds seek
‘unionization’ to improve and strengthen their
position to ‘do their job’ of repression, which in the
racist USA, founded on slavery, falls most heavily on
doubly and triply oppressed African American, Latino
and immigrant poor and working people and youth.”
– “Campus Protest, Capitalist ‘Security’ and the
Program of Class Struggle,” Class Struggle Education
Workers Newsletter, SummerFall 2014
Of course, nobody actually thinks police “unions”

would or could work to “negate their own power and
abolish the police” as referenced (perhaps ironically) in
your statement. More to the point, it is important to
counteract illusions that civilian or governmental
“oversight” could change the repressive function of the
police, which cannot be reformed away. Only the working
class and oppressed taking power and abolishing the
capitalist system can do away with racist repression.

Enclosed please find issues of the CSEW newsletter
and a copy of our pamphlet reprinting the article on police
and security guards from our SummerFall 2014 issue. We
look forward to hearing back from you.

Yours for the mobilization of labor’s power in the fight
against racist police terror.

For Class Struggle Education Workers,

Sándor John
Member and former executive committee member, Hunter
College chapter, Professional Staff CongressCUNY
(AFT Local 2334)

Marjorie Stamberg
Delegate, United Federation of Teachers, NYC public
school teacher ■

Continued from page 7
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Fighting Sellout Contract at Powell’s Books
During the spring of 2015, CSWP was the only

consistent voice of opposition to a sellout contract with
Powell’s Books pushed by the leadership of ILWU Local 5.
We reprint the statement of a CSWP member in Local 5.

Dear fellow Powell’s employees,
Ballots have now been mailed out with the proposed

collective bargaining agreement (CBA). The contract
being offered to us promises to make us poorer, to make
our health plan – for the few who get covered – more
expensive, and our union weaker. It’s a sellout, give back
contract. It’s bad news for all of us. I will vote against it
and I urge my coworkers to reject it and prepare to fight
for better terms.

On all the major points it is a concession to the
company. Our rents and other basic expenses are going
through the roof. Meanwhile, the puny “raises” will
barely, or not even, cover the major cost increases in
health care, from deductibles to coinsurance. On top of it
all the company wants to back out of the contract if the
minimum wage goes up! What a travesty, WE should be
raising the minimum wage.

It's a sorry state of affairs all around, but it doesn't
have to be this way. There is no reason why workers at
one of the leading independent bookstores in the U.S.
should be earning poverty wages, because that is what we
get. Can you make ends meet on what you earn here?
Only if you have another job or two or share living
expenses with someone. The bosses are not losing money:
profits are up, while real wages (after inflation) keep
falling. And Powell’s can’t make a dime without our
labor. We do the work, in the stores, in the warehouse. We
have to use that power or we will be stuck in this nowin
situation forever.

How did we get to this point? We should have had a
thorough discussion and a union meeting to collectively
decide our bottomline demands. Instead, our bargaining
team issued surveys. But I certainly haven’t seen any
survey results calling to spend hundreds more on health
care and fall further behind on wages!

Let’s be clear. The giveback proposals that led to this
concessionary tentative agreement were written by our
negotiating committee for the company. The guiding
principles were 1. that the union must help the company
avoid the ObamaCare tax on “Cadillac” health plans, and 2.
that wages must be “balanced” against health care costs –
in other words, that we must defend a certain level of
profits for the employer, at our expense. Yet our fulltimers
hardly have generous health benefits, and Obama’s anti
union tax doesn’t even take effect until 2018! Naturally, the
company took these proposals and ran with them.

The one collective decision that our membership

made loud and clear was our endorsement of the demand
for a $15 minimum wage for all workers. I joined with
others in voting for that resolution at the union meeting,
and said at the time that we would have to use the power
of our union to fight for this if we were ever going to get
it, instead of using street demonstrations and lobbying as
a way to blow off steam and giving a platform to
Democratic politicians, as the leadership wanted in order
to distract from their failure to fight to raise wages where
the unions have the most power to do it. So now we’ve
marched in Salem, and we’ve marched in Portland – but
we’re being asked to accept way less than $15 at Powell’s
without a fight?

We need better, we deserve better. Don’t let anyone
tell you that the membership “asked” for this rotten deal.
We are being ground further into poverty, our union is
being weakened. I urge my fellow Local 5 members to
vote a resounding NO. This is an “offer” we can and must
refuse. Then decide together on a program of contract
demands worth fighting for, including no less than $15/hr.
for each and every one of us, and get ready to fight. If we
do, there will be a lot of working people here cheering us
on and ready to join with us, if Powell’s workers show
the way. Portland does not need to be a poverty wage
town. It’s up to us to see that it isn’t. No one’s going to do
it for us.

In solidarity,
Alex Gould Burnside Inventory p/t
Member, Class Struggle Workers – Portland ■

CSWP Defends Workers Democracy

On Sunday, May 17, following a film showing
sponsored by 15 Now PDX and Socialist Alternative
about the struggle of immigrant workers in New York,
Justin NortonKertson, the main spokesman for 15 Now
PDX and a supporter of Socialist Alternative, physically
attacked one of our comrades, tearing papers out of his
hand, ripping one up and throwing it on the ground.
NortonKertson proceeded to threaten further physical
violence, repeatedly threatened to call the police, and
repeatedly made vile sexist remarks to female trade
unionists who objected to his aggression, threats and
torrent of abuse. Class Struggle Workers – Portland
denounces this egregious violation of workers democracy.

Read the CSWP’s Open Letter to Socialist Alternative
and $15 Now PDX at http://cswpdx.org/2015/05/21/
openlettertosocialistalternativeand15nowpdx/ . As
we go to press, the organizations responsible have taken
no apparent measures to redress their spokesman’s crimes
against the labor movement. ■
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Bureaucratic Opposition in the Construction Trades:
Policies of Betrayal

Many times for “reformers” in craft unions, elected
positions seem like the be all and end all for the union
movement. These “reformers” tout regime change in an
environment where unions are under attack and class
collaborationist policies like nostrike clauses and pension
“reform” have held sway for decades. They promise to
stanch the flow from pensions, healthcare, and paychecks
by playing a fairer game, often while leaning on the very
laws that have hamstrung American unions. The reason
for this is that often our “labor leaders” are hostile to even
the basics of what a trade union is or could be, and they
wouldn’t recognize a class line if it bit them in the face.
Unions are working class self defense organizations, too
long treated as a stepladder for furthering the careers of
smalltime and wanttobebureaucrats.

A favorite option for bureaucrats who find themselves
on the outs with the current leadership clique is the to turn
to Department of Labor (DOL). They hold the DOL up as
an impartial arbiter of democracy, ignoring its real role as a
policeman with a billy club at worst, and at best a sheepdog
employed by the US Government to nip at labor if it strays
too far from its prescribed path toward keeping labor peace.
The DOL was set up as a way for America’s capitalist
government to keep labor peace as much as possible, and
its jurisdiction inside of unions has a history of gutting and
dismantling the best gains of the working class. They
uphold unionbusting policies like the twogate system
which restricts picketing at workplaces to unionized
employees only, and the ban on “secondary boycotts” and
“hot cargo” agreements in the event of a strike. They
represent the bosses’ government, regardless of any pro
democracy rhetoric that may be employed.

Recently in International Union of Painters and Allied
Trades, District Council 5, there was a very close election.
With the incumbent slate and their challengers showing

barely a hair’s width of difference between them,
disagreeing mainly about how best to manage the
bureaucratic subjugation of locals under a district council
model, the challengers lost by a narrow margin. Now a
prominent “reform” bureaucrat, facing a victorious
opponent, is toying on public Facebook posts with the
DOL as a method to overturn what they see as an unfair
election, won by former cohorts.

Supporters of Class Struggle Workers Portland have
argued consistently in the halls, on the jobsites, and the
picket lines that any intervention on the part of the
government into the union should be resisted, even in cases
where the bureaucracy is corrupt or unfair. Inviting the
biggest gangsters the world has to offer, the U.S.
government, to run a union places control in their hands
and union members’ rights at their whim. What labor needs
rather than socalled reform leadership is a classstruggle
leadership that will fight consistently for all workers and
the oppressed, one that knows that all you get with one foot
on either side of the class line is a split rear end.

With the local construction industry in a boom cycle
and contractors desperate for hands, now is the time for
Painters and allied trades to aggressively strengthen our
position and organize the unorganized. This means
fighting antiimmigrant oppression. It means fighting for
equality within our ranks: end the “upgrade painter”
loophole. It means coordinated labor action with other
trades. It means mobilizing our union’s power – the
members – to aid fellow workers who want to organize.
The bosses’ government, its laws and its “neutral” labor
agencies will fight any measures like these that are
necessary for the survival of our union. Our union is our
house and we will clean it ourselves. Anyone who goes to
the bosses’ courts to intervene in the union has no
“respect” for the workers. ■

This fundamental problem – the problem of class, as
in which class should rule – is obvious when we seriously
consider the most burning issue in American politics, the
“color line.” And it should be clear that supporting Bernie
Sanders, critically or not, will do nothing to end the
oppression of black people in this country.

Black Lives Matter activists grabbed the spotlight by
crashing Sanders appearances at the Democratic Party
“Net Roots Nation” conference in Phoenix, Arizona, and
again at a rally in Seattle to celebrate the anniversary of

Social Security. The response from Sanders fans ranged
from incredulous shock to ugly racist heckling. Oh how
dare they! Don’t they realize that Sanders is the lesser
lesser evil? Is the fact that black women and men are
being hunted and killed like animals on the streets by the
police really a reason to interrupt the circus of Democratic
politicsasusual?

So Sanders appointed a new campaign spokesperson,
the black activist Symone Sanders (no relation to the
senator), and published a platform for “racial justice” on

No to Bernie Sanders (continued from p. 12)
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Farmworkers at Sakuma Brothers farm in
Skagit County, Washington, continue to struggle for
better working conditions and union rights. At left:
striking workers face county sheriffs on August 11
(Brandy Shreve/Skagit Valley Herald). In Portland,

CSWP joined a July 22 picket of Whole Foods
Market with farmworker supporters (right).
The key is real solidarity: mobilizing labor’s
power, to stop scab berries at the Sakuma
warehouse and on grocery shelves. Victory to
the Sakuma Workers! Scab Berries are Too Hot
to Handle: Smash Taft Hartley! ■

Fall 2015

berniesanders.com. On MSNBC’s August 11 Chris Hayes
show, BLM founder Alicia Garza claimed “that
interruption really forced Bernie Sanders to have a strong
platform on race and racial justice.”

So what is his platform? A laundry list of police
training and policy reforms many of which are already in
place in major cities like New York, Oakland and
Baltimore, and do absolutely nothing to stop the legal
lynching of black people! Systematic state violence
against black people is not just a policy, it is a
fundamental feature of American capitalism. More
training, different arming, or more black and latino cops
and police chiefs, among other pseudoreforms, have
done nothing and will do nothing. Demilitarize the
police? Eric Garner was strangled by hand on a busy New
York City street in broad daylight, and the “justice
system” let his killers walk without charges. On the mass
incarceration of blacks, Sanders the “socialist” isn’t
against prisons, just private prisons, and isn’t against drug
laws, just mandatory minimum sentences. A lot of hot air
and precious little substance: that’s a “victory” for the
deadend politics of pressuring the Democratic Party.

Sanders supporters and labor “radicals” in general
tend to look back sentimentally to the era of president
Franklin Roosevelt, and the segregationist imperialist war

chief’s “New Deal.” But the massive labor upsurge that
created the modern American labor movement was not
created by any legislation, and the key victories of 1934 –
Longshore on the West Coast, Teamsters in Minneapolis,
and auto workers in Toledo – were victorious because
they were willing to struggle independently from and
against the labor laws and the Democratic and Republican
governments that administered them. The decadeslong
decline of the labor movement that classstruggle
militants seek to reverse is fundamentally the result of the
labor leadership’s support for and loyalty to the bosses’
parties and their government.

To revive the labor movement we must break with all
the capitalist parties, including the slightlylesserevil
ones. The greater evil by far is the continued
subordination of the unions to their class enemy through
the instrument of the Democratic Party.

CSWP stands for class struggle, not illusions in
capitalist election games. The unions can only rely on our
own forces, the irresistible power of millions of workers,
to fight poverty wages, to smash racist oppression, to
champion the rights of women, sexual/gender minorities
and immigrants. To coordinate this fight we propose a
different kind of party, a workers party with a program of
class struggle. ■

Support Sakuma Farmworkers!
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Bernie Sanders? No!
We Need a ClassStruggle Workers Party

The first votes won’t be cast for many months, but the
presidential election season is already upon us, and pressure
is building on the unions to choose their candidates. Among
labor activists and the left, attention is focused on the figure
of Bernie Sanders, senator from Vermont. Sanders, who
sometimes claims to be an “independent” and a “democratic
socialist” is running to be nominated as the Democratic
candidate for president in 2016. Labor Notes, the voice of
“progressive” union bureaucrats who sometimes pose as
“troublemakers,” hyped Sanders in a
17 July 2015 article by Dan DiMaggio:

“Sanders’ platform includes a
$15anhour minimum wage,
guaranteed vacations and sick
leave, lifting the payroll tax cap
on Social Security, and single
payer health care. He’s a vocal
opponent of the TransPacific
Partnership, the latest corporate
friendly trade deal. He rails
against income inequality and
how the ‘billionaire class’
dominates politics.”
Cheap talk. Classstruggle

militants are not “feeling the Bern.”
We are antiBernie, antiHillary, anti
Democrat, antiRepublican, anti
Green. Yes, we’re pretty much against everything that
passes for “politics” these days, because it’s all about who
will be the CEO of bloody, racist U.S. capitalism, and
Bernie is no exception. We will oppose any endorsements
or other forms of support by our unions for Sanders or
any of the current candidates.

Many critics have pointed out that Bernie Sanders,
the nominal “independent” who votes with the
Democratic Party caucus in the Senate, has already made
it clear that he will support whoever gets the Democratic
Party nomination: presumably, Hillary Clinton’s lavishly
financed establishment campiagn. Sanders supporters are
certainly chumps for Wall Street’s preferred party:
“energizing” the “base” – the workers, poor people,
oppressed racial minorities, and women – to vote for the
“lesser evil” party of their oppressors. It’s a con game.

But what if he wins the nomination? He is surging in
the (mostly meaningless) early polls. Or what if Bernie,

under the ardent “pressure” of his fans, does the
opposite of what he has repeatedly promised to do, and
goes “independent”?

We would still not support him. In the Senate, he
sometimes opposes U.S. military policy in words – but
votes for war budgets. He voted for the genocidal sanctions
against Iraq, that killed millions of innocent civilians and
paved the way for the war he “opposed.” He opposed the
Orwellian PATRIOT Act – in words – and voted for the

USA Freedom Act, which continued
massive government spying. His
“radical” economic proposals amount
to tinkering with the tax code and the
antilabor laws. Even if the
millionaires’Congress goes along with
his talk of a $15/hour minimum wage
(keep dreaming!) this would be a
poverty wage. The rest is standard
Democratic Party primary populist
bluster about the “middle class.”

American workers should take
note: not so long ago, last winter, a
very radicaltalking capitalist party –
SYRIZA, the Coalition of the Radical
Left – won the national electgions in
Greece. They were full of tough talk
against the bloodthirsty banks that

were condemning Greek workers to doubledigit
unemployment and starvation wages. The mouthpieces of
high finance shrieked with terror. And then, SYRIZA
imposed worse “austerity” measures on the Greek
workers and poor than preceding rightwing governments
had ever dared to.

A President Bernie Sanders – a milquetoast moderate
compared to the Greek “radicals” – would likewise do
what Wall Street will need of him. Wall Street can live
with higher taxes: Warren Bufffet and Bill Gates agree.
But it can’t live without endless war abroad and racist
policestate repression “at home” to guarantee its property
and its exploitation of labor. Bernie is not Wall Street’s
candidate, but the decisive issue for us is that he seeks to
rule on behalf of Wall Street, as a “socialist” who supports
private property and demonstrably is willing to make
whatever compromise this support requires.

When donkeys fly... (Image: JCNapoli17)
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